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J do love these ancient ruins : 
We never tread upon them but we set 
Our toot upon some reverend history, 
And, quest ionless, here, in this open court, 
(Which now lies naked to the injuries 
Gt stormy weather) some men lye interred, 
V ho loved the church so well, a d gave so largely to it, 
hey thought it should have canopied their bones 
Jil Domesday : but all things have their end, 
Churches and cities (which have diseases like to men) 
Must have like death that we have. 
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THE HISTORY 
O F 
HOWDEN CHURCH. 


"S-orp manor, church, and lands of 
Howden, having been wreſted from the mo- 
naſtery of Peterborough®, and being in the 
king's hands during the reign of Edward 
the confeſſor, they came with the crown to 
William I. called the conqueror, who gave 

4 | 


* Torre's MSS, in the Dean and chapter's library, Vork. 

"Fhe defalcation of Howden from the monaftery of Peterhorough 
reſts on the authority of Hugh White, in his hiſtory of Peter- 
borough, publiſhed by Sparks, 40. 41. His words are, 
« While abbot Elkin, was a with the queen, many eftates 
were taken from his church, as Hoveden. in Yorkſhire, and 
Baude, and many others, which I could name if it was neceſſary, 
for the exceſſive tribute which the Engliſh paid to the invadin 
Danes, for near 40 years, from the reigns of Ethrlred and Ed. 
mund to that of Canute, was such, that they who: had where- 
withal paid the tax, and they who had not loft their lands: and 
eſtates, and other things irrecoverably, and ſo it happenedthat- 
this church and many others, were great ſufferers,” * 
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8 ——ͤ— - e «4 : 


the laid church of Howden, with all its cha- 


pels, lands, and appurtenances, to William 


de Carilepho, biſhop of Durham. 

The gift of this manor and church to the 
ſee of Durham, was by charter from the con- 
queror, which was afterwards confirmed by 
the bull of pope Gregory. 1 
| The biſhop immediately conferred. the 
ehurch and its appurtenances on the. monks 
of Durham for ever, but the manor and its- 
privileges the prelate retained, and it till 
belongs to the ſee.® 
The prior and convent of D thus 
acquired a large juriſdiction i in Howden and 
Howdenſhire, and over the church of How- 
den and other churches and chapels within 
that liberty, * as vilitations, procurations, 


A Hotchinſon's Hiſtory of Durham. v. ill. P- 447- 
-+ This Juriſdiction, which is now a Peculiar under the dean 
and "Howden Durham, is as follou 8. | 


| Holtby 


Nr =) Skipwith 
Laxton chapel | Brantingham 
Barmby chapel. | Ellerker chapel 
Eaftrington- Elacktoft 
| Hemin 8 Melton 
Barlby chapel | Walkingtoa / ; 
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penſions, the exerciſe of all cures, of matri- 
.mony, divorce and other civil and criminal 
matters, of appeals and other deciſions and 
executions, ſo as they did not relate to crimi- 
nal cauſes, to the effect of correction and 
health of ſouls, and not to the effect of priva- 


tion, de poſition, deſtitution and degradation, 
all which the archbiſhop hath cogniſance of, 
and {o were excepted; likewiſe the obedience; 


ſubjection, corporeal induction, reception of 


the probate of wills of the deceaſed, grants of 


adminiſtration cf their goods, receiving the 


accompts of ſuch adminiſtration, and granting 
them a diſcharge, and the diſpoſition of the 


goods of thoſe who died inteſtate. - Alſo' the 


cuſtody and diſpoſal of the fruits, rents, and 


profits of all vacant benefices, and ſequeſtra- 
tion and due diſpoſition of the ſame revenues, 


&c. all which premiſes were received, rati- 
fied, and confirmed to the ſaid prior and con- 
vent of Durham, by Alexander, archbiſhop of 
York, by charter under his Pp ſeal a 


June 20th, 1387. 


4 . 1 
- "The: chureh of Howden was at firſt a rec- 
1G parochial, of the patronage of the prior 
and epnvent of Durham, apd in March, 
147%, Iſt of king Henry II. Walter, arch- 
biſhop of York, by the aſſemt of Fulk Baſſet, 


Porſon of the ſaid church, and of the prior 
and convent of Durham, granted to Walter 


Kirkman, cherk, all the tithes of corn, per- 
taining to the chapel of Eaſtrington, by name 
of a fimple benefice, without cure of ſouls or 
epiſcopal burdens, rendering thence, yearly, 
to the parſon of How den, and his ſucceſſors, 
three bezants as a penſion, on martinmas day.* 
In the time of Hugh de Darlington, - prior 
of Durham, (viz. from 1258.t9 1272) a bull 
was obtained from the pope, for, the appro- 
priation of Howden church for an addition of 
ſixteen monks, but at a confiderable, expence 
he procured the appointment to be converted 
into prebends, apprehending they would 
prove as honourable and advantageous pro- 


motions, and as acceptable to the clergy 
 * Torie's MSS, 


* 
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whom he withed to ſerve a as if the git; in- 
ſtitution was maintained. “x 
Accordingly & Walter Giffard, archbiſhop of 
York, after ſetting forth that the pariſh 
church of Howden was very wide and large, 
and the profits and rents ſo much abounding, 
as to be ſufficient for many ſpiritual men, or- 
dained, at the inſtance and petition of his 
chapter of Vork, that there might be pre- 
bends ordained out of the revenues of the 
church, and by their concurrent authority 
and conſent, and likewiſe of the ſubmiſſion of 
the prior and convent of Durham, to him, 


of whoſe patronage it was, made this ordina-. 


tion, viz. that there ſhould be in this church 


of Howden, five prebends for « ever, and 4 


of them to maintain at his own proper coſts, 


a prie{t and clerk in holy orders, to admini- : 
ſter in the ſame, in a canonical habit, accord- | 
ing to the cuſtom of the church of York, 


* Hutchinſon's Hiſtory of Dutham. i ii. 77. | 
Robert de Stichel, biſhop of Durham, joined with the Prior 


and convent in making the church of Howden collegiate, Ibid, 
i. 21 To 


On the 6th of March, 1267. 
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and to obierve the like way of linging,, as 
thoſe of York, except in mattigs, which 
they ſhall ſay in the morning for the pariſh, | 
and one of them who i is moſt fit, ſhall be 
rector of the choir, and ordain thin gs belong- 
ing to divine ſervice, nd each of them, as 
an gong ſhall orderl: 7 kecp his turn, 
and ſerve the cure of the pariſh by bis reſ- 
pective prieſt, in the portion aſſigned to him. 

He alſo appointed, that the prieſts of the 
altars of St. Vary, St. Themas, and St. 
Catharine, be, i in conformable habits preſen 
at all canonical hours, proceſſions, and high 
maſſes; and other altars hould in no wiſe be 
deputed to the prieſts of p rebends | leſt by that 
means the number of minis ers be dini! iſhed, 
who are rather to be augmse nted.. 

He likewiſe ordained that lie of thoſe 
three altar prieſts, I ould have for. their ſer- 
vice, in augmentation to «heir ſtipends, one 
mark yearly out of the © Oventions of the 


ae altar. 
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Alſo he or lune and wrivted t to 2 prior 
and convent of Durham. to be appropriated * 
to their own use, vis. the chapel of Ea- 
ſtrington, wich the p-ofits eccleſiaſtical of the 


* 


zme town, and of the towns of Cavil, Por- | 
tington, Owfthorp2, Hithe, Burland, Sand- 


holme and Newland, the land of the marſhal, 
and the land of the chunber of Limpenhill, 


Greenoak, Belafſife, and Holy Land (Ben- 


netland) with the tithe of John de War- 
wick's; together with the ſepulture of the 
pariſhioners « of the faid towns and the emolu- 
ments and burdens parochial, fo as the pre- 
tends be for ever free from payment of pen- 
ſions and procurations. And all the reſidue of 


the pariih of Howden fhould be aff Tned to- 


the five prebendaries, diſtinguiſhed as here- 
after; and allo the obventions of the altar and 


mortuaries, and perſonal titaes of thoſe towns 


deputedtothe ſaid prebends, ſhould be convei- 
ted to the uſes of the canons, and be amongſt 
them equally divided, which faid Cancns 
ſnould for three months in the year, at leait, 
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make their perſonal reſidence i in the church, 
either ſo long together, or at ſeveral times. 
Alſo the prior and convent ſhould have the 
patronage of the ſaid prebends, and , ſhould 
preſent the prebendaries to the archbiſhop, to 
be by him inſtituted and inducted, or to the 
dean. and chapter of York, in vacancy of the 
ſee. 

"The area, or churchyard, chould be pro- 
portionably divided to the prebendaries for 
their babitations, and the value of the build- 
ings then. erected ſhould be converted to the 
fabric of the quire: and leaſt any diſpute 
ſhould ariſe about the order of ſitting or preſi- 
ding, the following manner of fitting in the 
quire, was ordained by the a:chbiſlp. 

ON THE SOUTH SIDE, 

Fieſt, the prebendary of Howden, called the 
firſt prebendary, ſhall have the firſt place. 

Second, the prebendary of the third pre- 
bend, Thorpe, the ſecond place. 

Third, the prebendary of the fifth pre- 
bend, Saltmarſh, the third place. 


A 


4266 * 


:-Foulths the orieſt of the en, rn a 
mas the fourth place. 304709. 118 
on Tur NORTH tbr. 40 


F irſt, the prebendary of the ſecond pre- 


bend, Barmby, the firſt place. 
Second, the prebendury of the fourth pre- 


bend; Laxton, the ſecònd place. 
Third, the privk of the altar of St. Mary 


the third place, EO mals 
* Fourth," the pricft of the altar of St, Ka: 


N 717 


tharine, the fourth place. 
The ſame order was to be obſeryed i in their 


* WE 4 


proceſſions. | 
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In 1267 bes prebend of. 8 WI. ur- 
damned the firſt pręheng un this, epllegiate 
church, and Was freed foam pll cure of ſouls, 
and made a imple and. pure prebend only; to 
be at "Op D ee of the «tres n mr 
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vent of Durham, at every vacation thereof; 
and to the peculiar maintenance thereof, had 
aſſigned all the predial tithes of hay, wool, 
and lamb, of the towns of Howden, Kned- 
lington, and Barnhillhall. 


PREBEND OF BARMBY. 


The prebend of Barmby was ordained the 
ſecond prebend, and tor the maintenance of 
the prebendary, was endowed with the tithes 


of hay, wool and lamb of the towns of Barm- 
by and Aſſelby. 


PREBEND OF . THORPE, 


In 1267, the prebend of Thorpe was or- 
dained the third prebend in Howden church, 
and was endowed with the predial tithes of 
hay, wool, and lamb, of the towns of Thorpe, 
Belby, Balkholme, Linton, and Sayre, to- 


gether with the tithes of that culture del ſplen 
of Kilpin and Trandikes. 


PREBEND OF LAXTON AND SKELTON, 


The fourth prebend in the collegiate 
church of Howden was that of Laxton and 


OY 


1 


429 


Skelton, which by the ordination, was en- 


dowed with the predial tithes of hay, wool, 
and lamb, of the towns of Laxton, Skelton, 
and Graſsby. 


PREBEND OF SALTMARSH. 


The fifth prebend in Howden church was 
that of Saltmarſh, which was endowed with 
the predial tithes of hay, wool, and lamb of 
the towns of Saltmarſh, Cotneſs, Metham, 
and Yoakfleet. 


PREBEND OF SEIPWITH. 


By conſent of the. prior and convent of 
Durham, a fixth prebend called the prebend 
of Skipwith was ordained, in the collegiate 


church of Howden on the 4th of February, 


1279, by William Wickwayne, Archbiſhop 


of York, to which he aſſigned all the predial 


tithes of corn in Skipwith, and the tithe hay 


of the town of Duffield, and appointed this 
prebend alſo to have its proper vicar, 

The patronage of this prebend was in the 
prior and convent of Durham, 


WO oo Oe et | — 


16 ] 


* 6 46.48% 


n et Nicorage of Hoden. 


Februdty Ind, 1 319,7 William de Melton, 
&rchbiſhop of Vork ordained that there be a 
perpetual vicar in the church of Howden, 
and the vicar thereof ſhould be preſented by 
the prior and convent'of Durham, and to have 
cure of fouls, which are independent of the, 
prebend of Howden, and ſhould have, for his. 
gertion the ſum of ten marks ſterling, annu- 
ally paid him out of the profits of the ſaid. 
prebend, by the prebengary for the time 
JF... 


Vicarage of Parnmby, 


0 | IN HOWDEN CHURCH. 


-Barmiby i in the pariſh of Howden, being a. a 
prebend within the collegiate church thereof 
had, on the 2d of Auguſt, 1322, a perpetual 
vicarage ordained therein, by William de 
Melton, archbiſhop of York, who appointed 
that the vicar thereof ſhould be preſented by 
the prior and convent of Durham, and ſerve 
in the ſaid prebend, bearing and exerciüng 
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all the whole cure whatſoever. as incumbent 
on the ſaid prebend : the portion of whoſe 
vicarage ſhould conſiſt of ten marks fterling 
per annum, paid by the prebendary for the 
time being, out of the fruits of his prebend. 


Vicarage of Thorpe, 44.3 
IN HOWDEN CHURCH. — 


The ſaid archbiſhop alſo ordained the vicar- 
age of the prebend of Thorpe to be a perpe- 
tual vicarage in the church of Howden. 


Vicarage of Laxton and Skelton, 
IN HOWDEN CHURCH, 


On the 1 3th of July, 1330, the ſaid arch- 
biſhop ordained a perpetual vicarage in the 
prebend of Skelton, within the collegiate 
church of Howden, wherein ſhould be a per- 
petual vicar preſentable by the prior and con- 
vent of Durham, the portion of whoſe vicar- 
age ſhould conſiſt of ten marks ſterling, per 
annum, payable by the prebendary of Skelton, 
out of the profits of his prebend at Martinmas 
and Pentecoſt by equal portions, 


A eee eee 
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Vicarage of Saltmarſh, 

Sex! IN HOWDEN CHURCH. 
In April, 1320, William, archbiſhop of 
York, ordained a perpetual vicarage in the 
prebend of Saltmarſh, within the collegiate 
church of Howden, and a perpetual vicar 
thereof, preſentable by the prior and convent 
of Durham, who ſhould have all cure of ſouls 
whatſoever, within the ſaid prebend, andhave 
allotted for the portion of his vicarage, ten 
marks ſterling per annum, out of the profits 
of the ſaid prebend, payable by the preben- 


dary for the time being.* 


The collegiate church of Howden was diſ- 
ſolved by king Edward Gin, in the firſt year 
of his reign, Þ and the temporalitics thereby 
became veſted in the crown, in which they 

* Torre's MISS, 


"+ In the parliament that met in November, 1545, an act paſ- 
ſed granting all hoſpitals, co-leyes, free chapels and guilds to the 
king's uſe but the commiſſioners named 1n rhis act for giving the 
king poſſeſſion of them, did not enter upon many of them before 
his death, which happened in January following, and therefore 
moſt of them remained till the year 1548, when all being gran- 
ted by another act of parliament (except the culleges of both 


F 39 ] 


remained till the 19th of January, 1582, 
when queen Elizabeth granted them by let- 
ters patent under the great ſeal of England to 
Edward Froſt and John Walker, their heirs 
and aſſigns for ever. 

Whilſt the property remained in the crown 
it produced a revenue of 40% per annum but 
when diſpoſed of to the patentees a rent of 
6. 13s. 4d, was reſerved, ſo the crown loſt 
the inheritance of 331. bs. 84. for which 
ten years purchaſe was ſtipulated to be paid, 
but was cleared and pardoned by the ſtatute 
of 43rd of queen Elizabeth. 

The prebendaries of this church who were 
reſident, had the glebe, the petty tithes, and 
Eaſter ofterings, and were to repair the chan- 
cel, to find bread and wine, and bell ropes, 
and to keep hoſpitality. 


univerſities) to king Edward 6th, they were ſoon deftroyed {a few 
excepted) ta the number of go colleges, 110 hoſpitals, and 2 374. 
chantries and free chapels. Burtor?s Mon, Ebor. p. 66. 
There is a record yet preſerved in the exchequer dated in the 
24th year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, in which that queen 
grants to Edward Froſt 0. John Walker, poſſeſſions in differ 
ent counties of England, Jones index 10 records. 
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In the zbth Uf Henty VIII dhe Prebends 
7 Howden Church; were valued as follows, 
vx. Howden 18. 135. 44: in the whole; and 
12. clearly: Skelton 15. 135. 4d. in the 
whole and . clearly. Thorpe 16. 117. 
4d. in the whole and J -r8s. £4. clearly. 
Saltmarth 16F. 13s. 44. in the whole and 
20L. clearly- Barmby 16. 61 84. in the 
whole and g7. 14s 4d. lea fly." - 'Skipwith 
1 in the Whole and 13 32. 65. 84. clearly. 

By means of the diffolution of the college, 
the revenues which ſupported this fabric in re- 
pair being diſpoſed o of into private hands, and 
the choir becoming töte neglected for a 
conſiderable” time, "Wee Mhen to Yecay, fo 
that i in the veart 91, the Piriſttiöners agreed 
that Mr. lt ola "Tatveyor” to tlie 
queen, f ſhould exanintthedtite bf the chancel, 
andreport the Himè to the lord tredfurer of Eng- 
land, with a dekuflcnte, 'comprifing an ac- 
count of the timber, one, afid other articles 
which would be edel een * re- 
pair of 1 | my iN 785 . | 
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It W appears that nothing of any im- 
i portance was done in conſequence of the a- 
bove, and the choir continued going gradu- 
ally to decay, till about the year 1630 it be- 
came unſafe to celebrate Divine ſervice in, 
accordingly the pariſhioners ſet about repair- 
ing the nave, and in the years 1634 and 
1635 great ſums were expended in new roof. 
ing and ſtalling that part of the church.“ 


On the 7th of October, 1701, the Barons 


of the court of Exchequer referred the ſuit 
of the pariſh, againſt thoſe perſons who held 
the revenues of the late diſſolved college, for 
the repairs of the chancel, to the determina- 
tion of his grace Dr. John Sharp, archbiſhop 
of York, who accordingly made an award 
under his hand and ſeal, of which the Rev. 
Thomas Reynolds, the then vicar, had a 
copy from Mr. Dearing his grace's chaplain, 

In 1718 the King's arms were placed over 
the Communion table, and the church other. 
wiſe greatly ornamented for the reception cf 


* About the middle of the year 1 
the chancel fell in, having —— 
of 300 years. 

4 


6 the groined ſtone roof of 
ravages of time upwards 


1 
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' 
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1 ir William 9 ſe Bart, | archbiſhop « of 

= | | 

it = who at this time held a confirmatidn 

bf in it, which is the laſt paſtoral viſitation the 
| 
| 


„church and town have been honoured with: 
1 In 1764 the King's arms being removed 
> * above the Communion table, a painting 
| - of the Lord's Supper, by Mr. Bell of Selby, 
[iff was placed in their room and yet remains... 
1 The old veſtry being found inconvenient 
from its ſmall ſize, (being only the entrance 
| into the choir) a ne one was built of ſtone 
from the ruins of the chancel in 1784. 
In 178 5 and the following year, the chan- 
6 en and chapter-houſe were clcared of the 
ſtones and/rubbiſh-occafioned by the falling 
of the roof. Jjuſt below the furface of the 
ground the werkmen ſound a ſtone coſliy in 
. which were human bones. The bones were 
put into the eatth, and the coſſin, by the 4. 
rection of the vicar and churchwardens, Was 
e behind the ſouth door oſ the croſs aile, 8 


8 Stone coffins were Jifaled ſometime about 1460' it was a 
i genes of elegance uſed in ancient interments to have ſuch coffir s. 
Ihe body was then wound in fine linens attired in the moſt ho. 
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The church is kept in repair by an yearly 


afleſlinent throughout the pariſh; every town- 
hip paying its proportional rate as settled 


ſoon after the difſolution of the N e in 1 18481 


- 


The church i is in the 65500 of a 0 with 


5 a ſquare tower riſing from the centre, upon 
pointed arthes, ſupported on cluſtered pillars. 


There is no evidence to prove the time of its 
being built, but it appears from the great ir- 
regularity in placing the ftones, obſervable in 


various parts of the walls, that it has been 


erected from the materials of a previous ſtruc- 
ture, and it is probable, that as the Gothic 
ſtile of building was juſt coming into faſhion 
when the prebends were endowed in 1267, 
that this church was then finiſhed, and that 
endowment made in Conſequence of its being 


i 


newly erected. 
The tower was creed bs biſhop Walter 
Skiclaw, about the year 1 390, in the place of 


* 


Sourable veſtments and laid in ſpices. Thoſe who were thus bu- 
. © ried were interred no deeper in the ground than the thickneſs af 
2 matble lab to be laid over them even with the ſurface of the 


» Pavement, - Hautchinſes') L Hin. of Durban, . II. 2p. 146, 337» . 
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V. | _ 
Ad e Gelbe down by: floods. This 
tuwer i has been ſtated by various authors to 
kave been built fo the purpoſe of the inha- 
bitants to flee to as a place of ſafety in caſe of 
mundations; n have "oe 1580 | 
frequent in thoſt days... 
This biſhop alſo bolt he ingtoibdnd; 
and expended.great funis-of money in the re. 
pairs of Howden church, and at his death in 
1405 mee the fabric of the 
Ka. i en ago 00 79 
The outſide of the chancel. has been of 
ee elegant. worknianſhip than the 
nave or tranſept j che. eaſt end. of the choir is 
remarkably beautiful, and contains ſeveral 


niches which have tbecwfilled with ſtatues, 


Lorne df which:remain! at preſent. 
The nave, which after the mode of Ke 


ocher diloed collegiate churches, i is. uſed for 
Divine Service, has two ſi de alles, and is forty: 
paces in length and twenty in width, including 


both ailes, the archings of the caſt end of the 
alles ate uſed for entrances ; the centre arch i is 


E 2 J 
2 „„“ 


dloſed up, che Commumion table being fixed 
againſt the ceiling, and over it is a painting 
of the Lord's 12 7 which fills _ Voce 11 
the arch.: + =p 
- The-pillars. Werne g ihe alles are p 
five on each fide, ſupporting pointed arches ; 
the columns are compoſed of a cluſter of four 
cylinders, each ribbed in front, the capitals 
octagonal, the arches of various members, 
and the whole, light, well proportioned, and 
beautiful. The church is . 3 and 
kept in good ofder- fo. 203-70 57. 
The aws, is lighted: by three windows to 
the wieſty the centre window of four lights ; - 
fir windows rothe north, and three to the 
ſouth, thiec / bdingi cloſed hy: the porch and 
| ſchool-houſe; which laſt is built againſt that 
front ; they are all under pointed arches, and 
compoſed of three lights each, with vari- 
bus tracery work. The centre aile has arange 
of upper windows on _ e, and an open 
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The building of the nave is without mucł 
ornament, and with heavy, buttreſſes, the 
ſouth front being greatly i injured by the ſchool 


"houſe, which is elevated on a vault of ſtone, 
and is aſcended by ſeveral ſteps, rhe windows 


and door ways of the welt end are finiſhed 


with archings of many members, ariſing from 
| beautiful pilaſters, the centre and buttreſſes 


terminating in lanthorn pinnacles, finiſhed 
with tabernacle work, which gives it a very 


uncommon appearance, there remain two ſta- 


tues in niches, one ſupporting a e 
and both in good preſervation. 


The tranſept is forty paces in length od 


| eight paces in width, lighted by a large win- 
dow at each end and two fide windows to the 


weſt, there are three door ways which lead i in- 
to the choir, the fillets of the arches orna- 
' mented with role work. 


* 


On each fide of the centre gate way,. 
which r now leads into the veſtry, are four ſta- 
© tries, | all in good preſervation, on pedeſtals, 
che niches canopied and ornamented with ta- 


\ 
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bernacle work. There are pede ſtals fot ſta- 


tues on the ſides of the ſide doors, hut no; fi- 
gures remain. | 
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By the ſouth-eaſt pillar of the ſteeple isa 


ſculptured with eight ſhields of arms, to the 


"eaſt thoſe of Saltmarſh«!., Dil vida e 


It is evident that the choir has had ſide aihes 


ſimilar to the nave, the ſide doors out of the 
tranſept and fide windows to the eaſt, corręſ- 


ponding with the idea. The length of the 


choit is thirty- eight paces, and the width 


twenty paces ; there are fix windows on; each 
fide, divided by beautiful pilaſters, the, capitals 
ornamented with pierced work; the ſpring- 


ing of the groined archings of the roof yet 


* 'The firſt of theſe ſtatues (counting from the north) repreſents 


St. John the evangeliſt, at whoſe feet is an eagle holding in its 


mouth a label, on which is this inſcription, . /z principio erat, 
the ſecond is probably queen Emma (motter of king Edward the 


cConſeſſor) with a bandage over her eyes paſting the fiery ordeal ; 
- the third is St. Paul, and the fourth St," Peter with the Church 


- thorough repairatithe expence of 342, 


and keys, 


Over theſe ſtatues is che gallery in which the organ was placed, 


About the year 1643 a detachment of ſoldiers from Hull garriton 
acting under the orders of baer coming to How de n, wholly 
deſtroyed the organ, which about four years before had received a 
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remain, ii the inſide of which a good deal of 
brick appears to have been uſed. The win- 
dows have conſiſted of three lights, with ya- 


Gunn the centre window to the caſt 


is eight paces in width, and like the reſt of 
the windows under a pointed arch. 
The chapter-houſe:adjoins to the ſouth of 


the choir, with a little chapel, reveſtry, or or- 


atory adjoining : the entrance under the third 
window, the doofway ornamented with much 


carving in ſtone, a niche on each fide for a 
ſtatue, canopied, and the whole richly adorn- 


ed with tabernacle work. Over the door of 


the little chapel are the arms of Skirlaw, 
biſhop of Durham. 


The chapter-houſe, of cola equal fdes, 
is only eight paces in width; on each fide of 
the door is a ſeat, which, with four in each 
ether front, make thirty in the whole; the 
ſeats are ſeparated by cluſtered pilaſters of va- 


rious members, very ſmall and extremely 


delicate, having foliated capitals of pierced 


work, and from thence riſes rich tabernacle 


12.1 


2 
work,” orhumentirg a Gothic arch; the ſeats 
are canopied, in imitation of a groined an 
ribbed arch, termiaatingin's knot im hd Seite 
tre; and the whole vf the back of the feats 
ap to the canopies, is thrved in toſe fk. 
There are ſeven large wiridows of thret Lights 
each, under pointed avelios;0withivarions'tra- 


eery, light? and. elegant j the fpriiigings and 


ribs of a vaulted roof ſtill remain Above 
the door are niches foroſtatues ) tcanopiłd and 


ſmaller on exch ſide! Thee clo up the 
eighth 


fpace which ſhould Have rc t the 
window, if the chapter- houſt had been à diſ- 
bers in which were depoſited a Chapter re- 


cords. The whole is bolt f a fine and dun 
rable free None. Its bædatifuboctagonal ſtons 
ſpire fell on St. Stephens, days e. 


Mr. Hutchinſon ſayes x Whilſt We conc 
r . is the greate e pat Tus F this 


lun. ef Duthuin 6. ff. . ls. Das 2 5 
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garniſhed with taberilable work} two fbf fu 
perior perſonages re” thbr: 'cehtre; aa, Hare: 
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building to go to decay, we acknowledge 
that we have ſeen nothing in this iſland 'of 


ſuch elegant work in ſtone, except at Melroſs 
abbey in Scotland, with which this ſmall 
building may juſtly vie, and in one particular 
it excels any part in the Scottiſh abbey, by its 
ſymmetry and exact proportion, being the 


moſt perfect example of Gothic architecture 


we ever law. 

« Had the pariſh officers laid out the mo- 
ney that was expended in confructing the 
preſent veſtry room, in the repairs of this ele- 
gant building, appropriating it to that ule, 
which we conccive would he been a very 
proper one, they would have demonſtrated 
their taſte to futurity, and preſerved to the 
curious traveller the fineſt monument of an- 
tiquity in that part of the kingdom.“ 

The tower is a well proportioned, though 
a plain ſtructure, and is compoſed of durable 
ſtone. This erection, by all writers, has becn 


attributed to Biſhop Skirlaw, but by the ar- 


rangement of the ſhieids of arms remaining 


: "_ eee 


1 


in the tower, one would conceive, though it 
was built under the auſpices of that prelate, 


vet that ſeveral benefactors had contributed 
_ thereto. 


CHANTRIES 
IN Howprx CHURCH. 
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The following chantries were endowed i in 
the collegiate church of Howden. 
I. A chantry was founded at the altar of 
St. Thomas the martyr, the prieſt whereof 
had the fourth ſtall on the ſouth fide of the 
choir, among the canons. 

II. A chantry at the altar of st. Mary, 
called Clyff's chantry ; there was alſo a ſecond 
chantry founded at the altar of St. Mary, the 
preſentation to which was in the prior and 
convent of Durham : the prieſt of the altar of 
St. Mary had the third ſtall on the north fide 
of the choir, among the canons. 
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III. A chantry at the altar of St. Katha- 
rine, the prieſt of which had the fourth - tall 
on the north ſide of the choir. 

The above three chantries a por to hams 


-—D Da 


of the des; in 1 267. 

IV. A chantry at the altar of St. Cuth- 
bert, which was in the * of the church 
of Howden. 


V. Metham's chantry at the altar of St. 
Andrew. 

This chantry was founded by Thomas, ſon 
of Jordan de Metham, who granted to the 
ſaid altar, five marks annual rent, iſſuing out 
of three oxgangs of land, one lying in Aſſel- 


by, another in Howden, and the third in Lax- N 


ton, which he purchaſed of Sir Thomas de 
Hooke, Knt. for the maintenance of one 
chaplain, who ſhould daily celebrate Divine | 
ſervice at the altar of St. Andrew, for the ſouls_ 
of the ſaid, Thomas, Alice his wife, and all 
his anceſtors. 
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This chantry is now uſed as a burial place 
for the family of Saltmarſh ara rg in 
this pariſh. 


BELLS 
IN HOWDEN CHURCH. 
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In the year 1775 two of the bells being 
broke, the pariſhioners choſe five perſons who 
with the churchwardens, were to act as a 
committee, and empowered them to agree 
with any able Bell- founder to recaſt the fix 
old bells, into a peal of eight, who according. 
ly agreed with Meſlrs. Pack and Chapman of 
London, who ſent the peal, which were 


opened on Friday the 14th of July, 1775, 
and have given general ſatisfaction to the 


whole parith. 
The weight and mottos of the bells are as 


follo W. 


. 1 


8551 Firſt, gor. 197. 1718, 
Although I am both light and ſmall, 
I will be heard above you all. 
Second, 5 wt. gar. 2 255. 
If you have a judicious car, 
You'll own my voice both iy.ct and c Clear. | 
Third, 6 rot. 197. 2 246. 


Such wond'rous power 0 mafic 's given, 
It elevates the ſoul to Heave::. 


b 


' Fourth, 7 Cw.” Ogre g. 5 * 55 
| You people all . ho hear r. fi 3. 
Be faithful to your God and Ring. 


Fifth, 8 Cut. 197. 19/5. 
Peace and good neig ighbour rhood. 


* 


15 Sixth, 00 wt ov. 21}, 
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Te ringers all who o prize your health, and 
happineſs, 


Be ſober, "nah ON and YOu Al he ow 
MY: Seventh; -12Cwt. g9r. a (5 


1 wedleck's bands, all ye that join, 
With hands and hearts unite, 


AM + 


So ſhall our tuneſul tongues combine, 
To laud the nuptial rite, 


1 2 1 


Eighth, 18Cwt. ogr. 1716. 
James Godmond, Vicar. 


Iſaac Brabbs, 
Edward Day, ] Churchwardens. 


Pack and Chapman; London, fecit, 4. D. 
1775 
Beſides the above there is in the tower a 
ſmall bell called the ſcholar bell, round which 
is this inſcription. gn. 
Thomas de Wald me fecit, 
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3 Ju ul. 1799: 
72 liſhed, Price 15. 6d. 
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$OLD BY J. SAVAGE, BOO SELLER, HOWDEN, 
THE HISTORY OF 
WRESSLE CASTLE, 


| IN THE 
EAST RIDING of the COUNTY of YORK, 
Formerly the Seat of the 


EARLS OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 


ice an Aceount of the Church 
At that Place, 
And * ther intereſting Articles. 
N. B. There are a few Copies embelliſhed 


with a View of the Caſtle, Gy en- 
graved, price 25, 


„ 


n 


